Immunoelectron microscopy of different forms of glomerulonephritis in routine biopsy material.
Renal biopsies were investigated of patients with IgA or membraneous glomerulonephritis or with systemic lupus erythematosus by light microscopy, electron microscopy, light microscopic immunohistology and by immunoelectron microscopy using the post-embedding technique applied to LR-White embedded tissue. Aim of the study was to explore whether immunoelectron microscopy is reproduced on routine biopsy material and in accordance with light microscopic immunohistological findings. The study shows that immunoelectron microscopy can be applied to routine biopsy material and gives reproducible results. The applied method proved to be reliable, and, hence, routine biopsy material may be used for further studies concerning subcellular mechanisms in immunocomplex deposition and removal.